
MINUIES

of the

COUNCIL OF THE COUNTY OF MAUI

June 4, 2021

THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE COUNCIL OF THE COUNTY OF MAUI. STATE OF
HAWAII, WAS HELD ONLINE ONLY VIA BLUEJEANS, ON FRIDAY, JUNE 4, 2021,
BEGINNING AT 9:03 A.M., WITH CHAIR ALICE L LEE PRESIDING.

COUNCIL CHAIR ALICE L. LEE: Alright. May the Maui County Council regular Council
meeting please come to order.

Everyone, we have the greeting in the chat. It's from, from South Africa. It's actually
a new one called "unjuni".

Madam Clerk, roll call.

COUNTY CLERK KATHY L. KAOHU: Unjuni, Chair and Councilmembers.

ROLL CALL

PRESENT: COUNCILMEMBERS GABRIEL JOHNSON, MICHAEL J.
MOLINA, TAMARA A.M. PALTIN, SHANE M. SINENCI,
YUKI LEI K. SUGIMURA, VICE-CHAIR KEANI N.W. RAWLINS-
FERNANDEZ, AND CHAIR ALICE L. LEE.

EXCUSED: COUNCILMEMBERS NATALIE A. KAMA AND KELLY T. KING.

(Councilmembers Kama and King were not present when the roll was called; however, they
arrived at 9:04 a.m. and 9:08 a.m., respectively.)

CHAIR LEE: Alright. Why don't we begin, since we have a quorum, to conduct business
Madam Chair?

VICE-CHAIR RAWLINS-FERNANDEZ: Chair Lee.

CHAIR LEE: Yes?
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(Counciimember Kama arrived at the meeting at 9:04 a.m.)

VICE-CHAIR RAWLINS-FERNANDEZ: I have Pro Tern Kama. Okay, go ahead Pro Tern
Kama.

COUNCIIMEMBER KAMA: Thank you. Good morning, Chair. And unjuni to each and every
one of you. I'm just having some technical difficulties. But I'll be there in live. Thank
you.

CHAIR LEE: Okay. Thank you. Thank you, Vice-Chair.

Okay. And so, you may proceed, Madam Clerk.

COUNTY CLERK: Chair, there are eight Members present, zero Members absent, and one
Member excused. A quorum is present to conduct the business of the Council.

For the record, I am County Clerk Kathy Kaohu. And also present from the Office of
the County Clerk are Deputy County Clerk James Krueger; and Legislative Division
staff Joyce Murashige, Lauren Saldana, and Dell Yoshida.

Joining the meeting from the Department of the Corporation Counsel is both Moana
Lutey and First Deputy Corporation Counsel Richelle Thomson, and possibly Deputy
Corporation Counsel Kristina Toshikiyo, when needed.

CHAIR LEE: Thank you, Madam Clerk.

Opening remarks will be provided by Counciimember Sugimura.

OPENING REMARKS

The opening remarks were offered by Counciimember Yuki Lei Sugimura.

CHAIR LEE: And thank you. Member Sugimura.

Alright, Members, please join me in reciting the Pledge of Allegiance.
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PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The Members of the Council rose and recited the Pledge of Allegiance.

CHAIR LEE: Madam Clerk.

COUNTY CLERK: Proceeding with the presentation of testimony on the ceremonial
resolution. We are currently showing nobody signed up to testify on the ceremonial
resolution.

CHAIR LEE: Okay. Proceed.

CEREMONIAL RESOLUTIONS

RESOLUTION
NO. 21-90

HONORING THE LEGACY OF THE NISEI SOLDIERS FOR THEIR
SELFLESS LOYALTY TO THE UNITED STATES AND CONGRATULATING
THEM AND THEIR FAMILIES ON THE UNVEILING OF THE "GO FOR

BROKE SOLDIERS" COMMEMORATIVE STAMP

(Councilmember King arrived at the meeting at 9:08 a.m.)

CHAIR LEE: Member Sugimura.

COUNCILMEMBER SUGIMURA: Thank you.

I'D LIKE TO MOVE TO APPROVE THE RESOLUTION AS READ
BY THE CLERK.

And Tasha Kama, who's on the call, is supposed to make my second. I guess she, is
she still there?

CHAIR LEE: Yes.

VICE-CHAIR RAWLINS-FERNANDEZ: Um. I can get her on if you'd like.
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COUNCILMEMBERSUGIMURA: Oh, that's okay. If somebody can second?

COUNCILMEMBER KAMA:

SECOND THE MOTION.

COUNCILMEMBERSUGIMURA: Okay. Oh, there she is.

CHAIR LEE: Okay, you made it. Just made it.

COUNCILMEMBER SUGIMURA: Oh, there she is.

CHAIR LEE: Moved by Member Sugimura, seconded by Member Kama-

COUNCILMEMBER SUGIMURA: Thanks, Keani.

CHAIR LEE: --to adopt the resolution. And honoring the "Go For Broke" stamp. Now, would
you like the Clerk to read the reso-

COUNCILMEMBER SUGIMURA: Yes. So, I’d like the Clerk to-

CHAIRLEE: -in its entirety.

COUNCILMEMBERSUGIMURA: Yes. You read my mind. Could you ask the Clerk to read
the resolution in its entirety?

CHAIR LEE: Okay. Madam Clerk.

COUNTY CLERK: Thank you. Chair.

(The resolution was read in its entirety.)

CHAIR LEE: Thank you. Any further discussion before we take a vote?

Member Sugimura.

COUNCILMEMBER SUGIMURA: Thank you. Thank you very much, Kathy, for reading the
resolution. I just wanted to make a quick comment and I will tell you that this stamp
means a lot to many people. And I want to thank the, those that worked really hard to
make this possible.
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Growing up, our family referred to the war as World War 1 1. We always grew up with
stories about our relatives, cause a lot of them were in the war fighting for our freedom
from the 442nd and 100th Battalion. And this spirit was woven into the way that we
lived our lives.

"Go For Broke", the saying, refers to the spirit of risking it ail in one effort to win big.
And this was the effort of the 442nd and the soldiers that fought for our freedom when
they went to the war and fought in Europe as well as throughout. The commemorative
stamp honors this generation who gave all who embodied their values towards a better
future for the next generations.

On Maui, in particular, I was very honored to be on the Nisei Veteran Memorial Center
Board, as I've seen them grow and do the many things that they've done. They have
taken the "Go For Broke" spirit and, and the respect and honor of the 442nd and
100th combat team to find heroes in the next generations of leaders as our forefathers
did. So, with that, I want to close and say "ganbatte", which is something that my family
always told us, which was "do your best" and "Go For Broke", go for the big win, do
your best in everything that you do.

Chair, if you would allow, Diedre Tegarden, who's Executive Director for the Nisei
Veterans Center is here, along with Leonard Oka after the Members-

CFIAIR LEE: Okay. We'll call on them after we take the vote, okay?

COUNCILMEMBER SUGIMURA; And after Members want to say a few words. Thank you.

CFIAIR LEE: Yes. And then, the seconder of the motion. Pro Tern Kama, discussion?

COUNCILMEMBER KAMA: Yes. Thank you. Chair. I just wanted to share some of my
memories of the Go For Broke. You know, my dad was in the military and he joined,
you know, when he was only 16 because you know, when the war broke out, he was
at Kamehameha School and he decided that he wanted to contribute to the war effort.

So, all my life growing up, whenever we were stationed, whether it was in Germany or
California or wherever, he always had local boys over the house. If you were from
Hawaii, you were in our house on the weekends. And I remember, you know, the boys
from the 442nd they would come sometimes, and they would make us saimin, they
would make us fried rice. And, you know, and was, and 1 never realized really how
important they were to my father at that time. And I  think to me, they were just his
friends that came and made food for us on the weekend.
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But, you know, when I think about that spirit of Go For Broke, I remember my grandma
used to always say "hiki no". And what that really meant was, eh, we going get urn
done no matter what. And that was that attitude that they had during those times, trying
to prove to an American government that they can, and they were good American loyal
citizens. And they went to war to prove that to us. And I'm very happy that today we
get to commemorate their bravery and their steadfastness and their loyalty to all of us
with this stamp.

So, I'm very proud of the Nisei. I'm proud of those guys that would come to our house
on the weekends. I know they're all old and dead and gone for sure, cause my dad's
gone. But i remember and I cherish those memories of these people. So, I thank them
and I'm very grateful to them. So, thank you. Chair.

CHAIR LEE: Thank you for sharing. Anyone else have comments?

Yes, Member Johnson.

COUNCILMEMBER JOHNSON: Thank you. Chair. This is  a beautiful moment, because it
reminds me of my Okinawan grandmother's war stories on the other side of the coin
as a 16-year-oid Okinawan surviving the typhoon of steel was what they called it. And
they ran up in the mountains during the battle of Okinawa. And it was Nisei that came,
who spoke Japanese and told the citizens, come down, it's safe, we’ll put you in this
area that's safe. And they actually saved civilians lives during that time.

And when my grandmother told me that story, it really hit me in the fields, because
that's, if you know, that's, that's bravery in its own . . . helping out those, those civilians
to avoid the, the high cost of war. And if it wasn't for the Nisei to help out those folks
in Okinawa, my grandmother might not have made it. So, I really appreciate that. And
this is a great, great moment. Thank you.

CHAIR LEE: Thank you for sharing that too.

Member Molina.

COUNCILMEMBER MOLINA: Thank you. Madam Chair. I want to thank Member Sugimura
for this very timely resolution for an honor that's long deserved for these very brave
men who fought on the European front. And of course, we have this, I guess the
commemoration of D-Day coming up. And one can only imagine how scary it is, even
now, to be just out of school and be handed a rifle, and you got to go out there and
knowing that, you know, you may die and not come home. So, this is, their commitment
and bravery is just certainly unparalleled.
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And they were facing two battles; World War 11, I guess the Axis Powers, and then the
war of discrimination coming home. And for those who did come home, they faced a
lot of challenges in terms of their socio-economic status and being treated equally with
others. But many of them persevered and became very successful leaders in our
communities and blazed the trails for younger generations. So, what these brave men
did have certainly exemplified what bravery and commitment is to maintaining this great
country of ours that we live in today. So, I want to thank all of them and their families
for their sacrifices to our country. Thank you. Madam Chair.

CHAIR LEE: Thank you, Member Molina; also, a vet.

Any, anyone else? If not, all those in favor of the motion to adopt the resolution, please
say "aye" and raise your hand.

AYES: COUNCILMEMBERS JOHNSON, KAMA. KING,
MOLINA, PALTIN, SINENCl, SUGIMURA,
VICE-CHAIR RAWLINS-FERNANDEZ, AND
CHAIR LEE.

NOES: NONE.

zero "noes"; motion carries.CHAIR LEE: So, we have all nine "ayes'

Also, want to recognize that Member Kelly King did join us a few minutes ago. Actually
during the reading of the resolution, I believe.

COUNCILMEMBER KING: Chair. Bunjani. Is that the greeting?

CHAIR LEE: Unjuni. Unjuni.

COUNCILMEMBER KING: Unjuni? Okay. And aloha kakahiaka to ail my colleagues.

CHAIR LEE: Alright. Madam Clerk. Oh, yes, we're going to invite Ms. Diedre Tegarden.

COUNCILMEMBER SUGIMURA: And Leonard Oka.

CHAIR LEE: And Mr. Leonard Oka. And if there are any others, to say a few words.

COUNCILMEMBER SUGIMURA: Yes.

CHAIR LEE: Hi, Diedre. Unmute yourself, Diedre. Can you unmute yourself? Oh, I see that
you-
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COUNCILMEMBER KING: It doesn't seem like she can hear us.

CHAIR LEE: Yea, I see the connectivity is down.

MS. DIEDRE TEGARDEN: I can hear you.

CHAIR LEE: You can, and you can start. You know, Diedre, sometimes--

MS. TEGARDEN: I will, I will as long as the connectivity allows. But, unjuni and
ohayo gozaimasu.

minasama

CHAIR LEE: Okay. Diedre, you may, you may want to turn off your video. That helps
sometimes. Apparently, that didn't help. Oh, there it is. Okay. Try again. Try again,
Diedre.

COUNCILMEMBER KING: She has her microphone muted.

MS. TEGARDEN: ... a lot of people are having trouble.

COUNCILMEMBER SUGIMURA: We can hear you.

MS. TEGARDEN: How's that.

CHAIR LEE: Yea, we can hear you now.

MS. TEGARDEN: Okay.

CHAIR LEE: Okay

MS. TEGARDEN: Alright. Weil, thank you. Can you hear me? Perfect. So, unjuni and
minasama, ohayo gozaimasu. On behalf of the Stamp Our Story Hawaii Organizing
Committee and the Nisei Veterans Memorial Center, we just want to thank
Councilmember Sugimura, Council Chair Lee, Vice-Chair Rawlins-Fernandez, Chair
Pro Tern, all of you for supporting and putting forth this resolution.

Rooted in the values of responsibility, loyalty, and courage, the Nisei soldiers and their
families sacrificed so much. Many of the families were actually interned either here in
Hawaii or across the mainland. And still, the men decided to fight for their country and
devote themselves to this country, ending up to be the most highly decorated for their
size of unit and length of service to this day. And as then President Harry Truman said,
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when they returned from the war, and I paraphrase, he said "you fought not only the
enemy, but you fought racism and you won".

And I think now, in today's world, as we see the increase in anti-Asian hate crime
across the mainland, you know, now more than ever, we as a State need to bear those
values of justice and equality, and of course .. . to all. So, again, . . . and these are in
recognition of all the sacrifices soldiers and their families made over the years. And
we cannot thank you enough for providing them with this resolution today. It is an
honor for all of the families. So, thank you very, very much ....

CHAIR LEE: Thank you.

MS. TEGARDEN; And the stamps are available at all the post offices. Kahului Post Office
has-

CHAIRLEE: Okay. Very good. Do we have Leonard Oka to hear? Does he have any words?

MR. LEONARD OKA; Okay. Can you see me?

CHAIR LEE: No, we can hear you, Leonard.

MyMR. OKA: Anything? Okay, i'll just read my . . . , you know, after . . . that way
name is Leonard Oka

the last four years to include sons and daughters of. .  . battalion ... . But this group
of men had a lot of parties and was, had a very close-knit friendships.

We started our organization in 1980. We have evolved

But my knowledge and appreciation from my father and his buddies grew when my son
was about four years old. Whenever 1 took my son to my father's for Sunday lunch, my
dad would share stories about his life experiences, work, family, sports, camp work,
camp life, etc. But what sparked my interest was his stories about his war experiences
as part of the 442nd Regimental Combat Team. The emotions that he shared in his
stories told me how important the experiences as  a member of the 442 was to him. He
then . . . . 1 wanted to know about their experiences, because I felt that it would be
important for my son one day.

I never served in the military, so maybe I would not be able to fully understand the
feelings of. . . that these soldiers felt for each other. But I know that . . . experiences
.  . . that it was the first organization of. . . All of. . . experiences just like me. It is sad
to say that most of us have absolutely no knowledge of their father's war experiences
and how they changed the world forever.
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Most of these Nisei veterans were just regular Joes who had just begun their adult
lives, but were able to change the world, especially for the Japanese American
communities. They would later be called heroes, but every one of these veterans will
tell you, that they did just what they had to do for America, for democracy, freedom,
and equality. This was their promise they made to the United States when they
volunteered to serve for their country.

Since the Maui Sons and Daughters was first formed in 1982 and later on the Nisei
Veterans Memorial Center was formed, hundreds of books, oral histories,
documentaries, movies, and awards have honored these brave young men. Now most
of them have passed. Fortunately, we gathered these stories to share with future
generations. As Diedre and I accept the County resolution marking the Go For Broke
stamp release, we express our appreciation to Nisei Veterans continuing to be
recognized for their heroic feats, even as the last few veterans will pass. The phrase
"we will never forget" is real.

As . . . we would like to thank the County Council and the County of Maui for also
remembering these soldiers with the Council resolution recognizing another honor
being bestowed for these, for veterans. The Go For Broke stamp is a tribute to . . .
May this story live for. . . Thank you very much.

CHAIR LEE: Thank you, Leonard.

Diedre, did you have anyone else wishing to say a few words? No?

MS. TEGARDEN: We do not. That's, that's it for today. We know you're busy.

CHAIR LEE: Thank you, Diedre and Leonard. Thank you for those enlightening words.

COUNCILMEMBER KING: Chair.

CHAIR LEE: Member King.

COUNCILMEMBER KING: Yea, I just wondered if Mr. Oka could just put his video on real
quickly so we could see his face. It would be nice to see--

CHAIR LEE: Leonard. Did you hear that?

COUNCILMEMBER KING: Mr. Oka, can you just unmute your video just real quickly so we
can wave at you and thank you for your words?

CHAIR LEE: Okay.
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COUNCILMEMBER KING: There he is.

MR. OKA: Can you see me now?

CHAIR LEE: Yes. Yes.

COUNCILMEMBER KING: Yes, we can.

CHAIR LEE: Okay. Where's Diedre.

MR. OKA: Okay.

CHAIR LEE: Let Diedre sit next to you.

MR. OKA: Hope you're not disappointed.

COUNCILMEMBER KING: No. We, we know what Diedre looks like. Just kidding.

MS. TEGARDEN: We've both been vaccinated.

COUNCILMEMBER KING: Thank you.

CHAIR LEE: Thank you. Thank you again.

Alright. Madam Clerk, I need to remind everybody, before we proceed with the agenda,
that I request that everyone keep their microphones muted unless it's your time to
speak. Decorum shall be maintained at all times. And so we're about to close the
ceremonial resolutions. And Madam Clerk, if you can start with presentation of written
or oral testimony on our regular agenda.

COUNTY CLERK: Thank you, Chair. Just a quick note, that ceremonial resolution is
NO. 21-90.

Chair, proceeding with the presentation of testimony on agenda items. Members of
the public may testify by connecting to the Council's online meeting by phone or video
conference through the information posted on today's agenda.

Individuals connected by phone are currently on mute and will be unmuted when it is
their time to testify. Individuals connected by videoconference should keep both their
video and microphones muted and should unmute them when it is their time to testify.
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Testimony is limited to the items listed on the agenda. And individuals may testify for
three minutes per item. When testifying, please state your name and the name of any
organization you represent, as well as the items on v\/hich you will be testifying. Please
also identify to the Council if you are a paid lobbyist.

After your testimony has concluded, please disconnect from BlueJeans. And once the
testimony period is closed, only the Councilmembers, staff, and designated resource
persons will be connected to the meeting. All other individuals will be disconnected.
The remainder of the meeting can be viewed on Akaku Channel 53 or on
mauicounty.legistar.com. Individuals may also be disconnected from the meeting at
any time for breaking decorum.

Chair, the first person to testify is Henry Lindo. And Mr. Lindo will be followed by Lori
Buchanan.

CHAIR LEE: Good morning, Henry. Oh. you're muted. We can't hear you. Henry, you need
to turn your microphone on.

PRESENTATION OF WRITTEN TESTIMONY

MR. HENRY LINDO (testifying on County Communication Nos. 21-261 and 21-267):

How's about that? Sorry about that.

CHAIR LEE: Okay. Yea, now we got it.

MR. LINDO: Alright. Good morning, Council. You guys look awesome and beautiful. First
of all, thank you guys for your guy’s hard work in this past budget season. So, it's much
appreciated, the collaboration and the working together that you guys do.

So, good morning, Council Chair, Council Vice-Chair, and Councilmembers. My name
is Henry Lindo. I’m a resident of Molokai. I'm also a Battalion Chief with the Maui Fire
Department, and I'll be testifying on agenda items CC 21-261 and 21-267, dealing with
the, the relocation of the Puko'o Station, as well as a, a proposed amendment to the
Fiscal '22 Year Budget, so that with the Fire Department could go ahead and acquire
and renovate a property on Kam V Highway. I believe the address is 7541 Kam V
Highway.

It's been a long process, years that went by. community planning going, getting input
from the residents. And, you know, we were at a standstill for so long. But god willing,
things were able to open up this time that, that  a property that kind of met ail of the
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needs of the community, the department, you know, like being in the, out of the
inundation zone, being in a location that would make sense on the east end and be
able to continue to provide the awesome service for our residents in the Manae area.
So, I believe that this area is that place. One good thing is when we have huge
incidents, like a tsunami, that water tank are there, location is, that's one of the areas

that our trucks and our personnel would standby at. So, it makes sense all the way
around.

You guys heard over the years the Puko'o Station itself, the conditions of the station
and the falling apart of it. And our personnel did such a wonderful job all of these years
doing the best that they can living in those conditions and and doing a lot of the work
themselves. But we were just kind of buying time and, and we would have reached
the point where something catastrophic would probably happen to the station. So, a
result of that would have been, in, in a soon timeframe of moving the personnel out of
the Puko'o Station and relocating down to Kaunakakai Fire Station. That would have
took service out of Manae and and increase the response time.

But thank goodness the Council has been working hard, and members in the
community, and they found a place. So, all I'm doing is reaching out to you and asking
for your support in moving things forward. So, 1 truly appreciate you guys time and,
and dedication. And thank you guys so much. Have an awesome day. God bless
you.

CHAIR LEE; Thank you, Henry. Are there any questions for the testifier? If not, I hope you
have an awesome day too.

MR. UNDO; Thank you. Bye.

CHAIR LEE; Madam Clerk.

COUNTY CLERK: Chair, our next testifier is Lori Buchanan. And Ms. Buchanan will be

followed by Opu'ulani Albino.

MS. LORI BUCHANAN (testifying on County Communication Nos. 21-253, 21-261 and
21-267):

Aloha and mahalo to my beloved County Council. You guys rock. You know, I love
you all dearly. You notice how Molokai people, we so appreciative of our County
Council, cause we know how hard you guys work. And I sleep better at night, because
I have the best County Council in all of Hawaii nei. And so, I wanted to thank you guys
for that. There was a time when I never sleep so good, but I sleep good now.
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Anyway, I wanted to testify on items CC 21-261, 267, and 253. So I wanted to echo
the sentiments of the first testifier. I was at several community meetings where this
was discussed, and I stand in support of moving the amendments to Puko'o Station
forward. I think it's awesome. I wanted to thank my community for continuing, for a
long time, to work on this and not giving up. And, and we here today to make those
amendments. And so, I support that.

I wanted to touch quickly on item 253, which is the Mayor's corresponding that there is
a vacancy in the Molokai Planning Commission. Last week, my friend, and colleague.
Commissioner John Sprinzel passed away. At the time he was serving my community,
he was 90 years old and so he was kupuna. And I, he, he served as my vice-chair
also in the past. And i, i loved him dearly for his wisdom. And 1 wanted to convey,
because it's going to come up in the future about replacing him and also members of
the Molokai Planning Commission.

Not, not too long ago, a few years ago, we came a point in time where not one member
of the Molokai Planning Commission was actually born and raised on Molokai. And
so, as a result of that, the Molokai Police Department would be called in order to have
meetings adjourned actually at the Molokai Planning Commission, because of so much
contention within our community. And today, we don't have that contention. And some
people said, just recently, oh, how come nobody is chiming into the planning
Commission meetings? And I said I believe that that is an outcome that my community
is supportive.

And like I sit here today, and I tell you I can sleep at night, my community is sleeping
at night, because they feel that leadership is in position, that conveys the thoughts and
the heart of our people. And, and just like how I support you guys, our community is
supports, supporting our Planning Commission. And  I hope that continues in his
vacancy. So, thank you for the opportunity today to testify. I appreciate it.

VICE-CHAIR RAWLINS-FERNANDEZ: I, I don't see our Chair. Chair Lee?

CHAIR LEE: I'm muted. Are there any questions, anyone?

VICE-CHAIR RAWLINS-FERNANDEZ: Oh, okay.

CHAIR LEE: No? Okay. Thank you.

Madam Clerk, next testifier.

COUNTY CLERK: Our next testifier is Opu'ulani Albino. Followed by Brad Ventura.
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CHAIR LEE: Aloha.

MS. OPU'ULANI ALBINO, (testifying on County Communication Nos. 21-261 and 21-267):

Aloha mai. Aloha mai kakou. Thank you, County Council, for allowing us this
opportunity to give our mana'o regarding a very precious need that we have, especially
on the Manae area of Molokai. I am Opu'ulani Albino, I'm a resident of. . . Molokai. I
am in support of our County Council measure and amendment 21-261 and 21-267, to
acquire this parcel with its . . . to service our community for these first responders.

You know, presently, when it was planned for the area close to Kilohana School, I had
some reservations and it was a very painful thing for me to stand up and say, you know,
it wasn’t the right place to be regarding cultural questions that I had. But with this site,
I am totally in support of the, the decision to move there. I respect and I love these
first responders. They are like, when we're in trouble, whether it's a fire or medical
condition, they're there. And so, I aloha them and I want them to have a safe place.
So, I am totally in support of this. And, and in support of you, our Commission, and
Council, who take care of us, and listen to us, especially with the trying times that are
upon us.

I also am very grateful for that resolution to honor these Nisei soldiers. . . . members
who are part of that group. And we love them and we, we are grateful.

And thank you to our community for supporting. And I know most of Molokai, I have
not met anyone who does not support this move to have our fire station relocated
where it is now being planned. Mahalo for your time, and mahalo to the commission
for all that you do. Aloha.

CHAIR LEE: Thank you. Thank you for your testimony. Questions, Members? If not, thank
you again.

MS. ALBINO: Mahalo.

CHAIR LEE: Madam Clerk.

COUNTY CLERK: Our next testifier is Brad Ventura. And Mr. Ventura will be followed by

Pamela Tumpap.
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DEPUTY FIRE CHIEF BRAD VENTURA (testifying on County Communication Nos. 21-261
and 21-267):

Aloha. Good morning, everybody. Good morning, Council Chair and Members. Thank
you for having us, this opportunity this morning to speak before all of you. My name is
Brad Ventura, I'm the Deputy Fire Chief for the Maui Fire Department.

I'd like to provide testimony this morning regarding County Communications 21-261
and 267. You know, this is a project, Puko'o Fire Station that we've been trying to
relocate for several years. It's a much-needed thing for our Department. And in FY '20,
we actually had funding for it, but this past December it has lapsed. So, we would like
to get support for this amendment, so that we can continue with this project.

This location that's been identified recently in Manae is a great location. We, we
believe it's going to work well for the community. We believe it's going to work well for
the firefighters. And considering the previous site that we had looked at; this site would
actually probably be a little more cost-efficient and would cost us less than our original
plan. So, that's always very helpful.

Of course, our goal is always to keep a response unit out there on the east end of
Molokai. It's 20 so minutes or so from town and we all know how during an emergency
every minute counts. So, I just wanted to ask that we receive support on this
amendment today. And that if there's anything else that you need, I will be available
for questions later when the subject matter comes up. And if there's anything that you
need from me now, I can answer as well. So, thank you guys all. I appreciate
everybody on Council's support for this.

CFIAIR LEE: Thank you, Brad. Members, do you have any questions? If not. Brad, you tell
your dad I said hi.

DEPUTY FIRE CHIEF VENTURA: Absolutely.

CHAIR LEE; Next. Next, testifier.

COUNTY CLERK: Our next testifier is-

CHAIRLEE; Madam Clerk?

COUNTY CLERK; -Pamela Tumpap. And Ms. Tumpap will be followed by Tom Blackburn-
Rodriguez.
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MS. PAMELATUMPAP. MAUI CHAMBER OF COMMERCE [testifying on Bill No. 46 (2021)1:

Aloha and Unjuni, Chair Lee, Vice-Chair Rawlins-Fernandez, and Members of the Maui
County Council. ! am Pamela Tumpap the paid President of the Maui Chamber of
Commerce, and advocacy is one of my many duties. We wanted to start today to let
you know we sincerely appreciate all of your hard work on the budget and we certainly
know it is not an easy job.

But we also wanted to take this opportunity to share two concerns. The first is over
the real property tax increase for hotels and resorts, at a time when the industry is still
recovering from extreme losses, and also the elimination of the budget allocation for
Maui Visitors Bureau. We don't yet know what the implications of defunding MVB will
be, given their HTA support. However, HTA also saw a 19 million budget cut reduction
at the State level this year. And we expect that will affect MVB as well. . . . generally
result in service reductions or loss.

We are already experiencing increased calls from frustrated visitors who want to talk
to someone right away about the Safe Travels Program. They have to go through an
automated system, and it indicates they may have to wait up to 24 hours. And if they
don't receive a response then to call back. And we are concerned that the calls will
continue to escalate in the future. Currently, visitors are getting really frustrated by the
automated system, and we worry that with additional funding reductions and increasing
cal! volume through this year, and possibly beyond, will be very problematic.

Additionally, we are concerned by the funding cuts and that, with the MVB funding that
will trickle down to major events that have been built up over time. Those events are
things that MVP helped to sponsor and market each year. And we want to make sure
that our community doesn't lose the opportunity to continue these important events
with broad economic impacts.

Also, with the proposed moratoriums on visitor accommodations and the fact that we
can't prevent visitors from coming, we wonder who will be responsible for marketing
efforts to inform visitors of real limitations if the demand continues at this high level?

And how we will address any illegal accommodations, if that escalates? We're worried
that people might need to receive information and be informed further about
accommodation availability. And who's going to handle that marketing?

Lastly, we realize this budget will likely pass today, and pass as is in this area. But we
ask that the Council continue to pay careful attention to the impacts of the MVB budget
cut and be ready to respond and have a plan to help mitigate any negative impacts.
Mahalo for the opportunity to share our concerns. And again, mahalo for your work
this budget session.


